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Small Societies Can Be Beautiful!
It is tradition to thank past presidents and
organizers for their work, and to remind everyone of
the upcoming annual meeting. Certainly, Barbara
Hendry did a great job as president last year, the
meeting organizers in Asheville, Lisa Lefler and
Margaret Bender (who is also our new SecretaryTreasurer) did a fine job. I especially enjoyed the
session at Cherokee and the keynote address. The
story of the migratory Yellow Mockingbird who
could never quite get back north in time to see ice
sticks with me-it is like the opening line of One
Hundred Years of Solitude by Garcia Marques, about
"discovering ice" and facing a firing squad-even if
we aren't quite sure what all they may mean, these
tlrings stick in the mind, symbols of life, death,
opposites and eternal cycles.
Our big little SAS, great in heart and
fellowship, with faculty-student interaction, like a
true small-scale society that most anthropologists
still cherish, is a beautiful organization that just
keeps rolting on. I don't think it needs to be a giant
and growing organism, like a capitalist economy.
Yet we all have to work to maintain it, all who love
it, or it might wi1her away like some hunting and
gathering band in the Kalahari. But that's not likely
to happen soon, not so long as there are leaders like
past presidents Hendry, Mark Moberg, Daryl White,
president-elect Dan Ingersoll, and SA editor David
Johnson around to keep us on the right path. The
meeting in Baton Rouge this year looks to be very
attractive. (See info in this issue about Louisiana
and Mardi Gras). While not the topic of the Key

Symposium in Baton Rouge, the session I am hoping
to organize will be student-packed from my little
anthropology group at Columbus State around the
theme of social problems and homelessness in
Columbus, GA.
On a personal note, I am particularly
grateful for those of you who helped get me out of
the trenches of part-time teaching and into a tenuretrack position after many years fighting the employment wars. In fact, in three years I moved from
trench warfare to president of the SAS, and, with a
record like that, I'm now thinking of challenging
George W. Bush for the "Most undemocratically
elected President of the Year" award! You know
who you are, but I mention especially David
Johnson, White, and Ingersoll who published my
diatribe against part-time employment in the
Southern Anthropologist, who encouraged me to
research Latin immigration in Georgia, and who
helped nominate me for this present figurehead
position. Hans Baer, another past president of SAS,
got it all started with his article in the S.A. called the
Tripartite Division of Labor in U.S. Education (SA,
Fall 1996:20-3). That encouraged me to an additional critique of the dangerous trend towards the
proletarianization of teachers published in the S.A.
(Fall 1997: 11-17). And that fight definitely Ain't
over yet. Thanks, David, for your many years as
volunteer editor. Small can be beautiful, the best
things often come in small packages, bigger isn't
necessarily better. Vive the SAS! Y'all all pitch in
and keep this thing going strong now.
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2003 Annual Meeting
Mardi Gras!
February 26 - March 1 Baton Rouge, Louisiana
Sheraton Baton Rouge Convention Center Hotel, www.sher.atOJ1.com/batomoufW_
102 France Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802
Rates: $80/room, single or double
Call 225-242-2662, by January 27, 2003, to make reservations.

Local arrangements: Miles Richardson
225-5 78-6192; gamile@lsu.edu
Department of Geography and Anthropology
Louisiana State University

Key Symposium
Caribbean and Southern:
Transnational Perspectives on the U.S. South
Symposiwn Organizer and Program Chair: Helen Regis
504-949-3322; hregts 1@lsu.edu
All Abstracts Due: December 2, 2002
Email abstracts to aasbr2003@yahoo.com
Send abstract (hard copy), registration form, and membership fees to:
Helen Regis, 2003 SAS Department of Geography and Anthropology
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803

Registration: $40, regular; $20, student

SAS Membership: $40, regular; $20, studem

Student paper competition
The SAS welcomes student presenters. Abstracts due December 2, 2002. Papers due
January 15, 2003.
For further information contact the Student Paper Competition Chair:
Kate Meatyard, 301-884-3712, katemeatyard@aol.com, Department of Anthropology
and Sociology,
St. Mary's College of Maryland
Co-Sponsored by Louisiana State University, University of New Orleans, and the Deep South
Regional Humanities Center at Tulane University
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Wanted! The Next Southern Anthropologist Editor!
Are You Looking for More Fun in Your Life?
Do You Want Adventure, Excitement, the Company ofthe Brightest Brains in
A,ithropology?
Do you like to visualize somethi,ig and then make it happe,i?
If any of these attributes fit you, YOU might be a candidate for the next Southern
Anthropologist Editor! l
Contact Barbara Hendry if interested in the position, at <bhendry@gsaix2.«.gasou.edu>, or
(Dept. ofSoc/Anth, Georgia Southern Univ., P. 0. Box 8051, Statesboro, GA 30460), and contact
David Johnson at <johosond@ncat.edu> for more details on the activities associated with the
position!

SAS Endowment Campaign
for

Education and Outreach in the South
The Endowment is now in its seventh year of fund-raising towards a $30,000 goal.
The purpose of the endowment is to:
• support student participation in the meetings and the student prize competition,
• expand the knowledge of anthropology in and of the South and to smaller colleges and
universities which do not yet offer courses in anthropology,
• bring the message of our discipline to minority institutions through a d)-namic speakers
bureau.
• encourage minority participation in the field and at our meetings, and
• reward outstanding scholarship in the anthropology of the South with the annual presentation of an enhanced James Mooney prize.
At present the Endowment is about one-third of the way to the goal, so your

coulributions are needed I
Please take time to make a campaign pledge or donation and send it to:
Dr Max E White
Department of Sociology and Anthropology
Piedmont College
PO Box 10
Demorest, GA 30535
email: <mwbite@piedmont.edu>; Tel: (706) 778-3000 ext 261; Fax: (706) 776-2811

